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       Trinity Lutheran Church, Alameda, CA 

 

STEWARDSHIP 
Fall is the time of the annual stewardship 
emphasis at Trinity.  This usually takes the form 
of sermons, special talks about giving during our 
worship services, gatherings of members to 
discuss the church and its needs, and a 
presentation of the estimated budget and needs 
for the next year.  And this method has worked! 
The members of Trinity are extremely generous 
in giving to the needs of the congregation so that 
the mission and ministry of Jesus’ church will 
thrive. 

I would like to emphasize another side of our 
stewardship. 

Stewardship is more about the “needs” of the 
giver to give than it is about the congregation’s 
“need” to receive.  God probably isn’t as 
concerned whether the light bill gets paid at the 
church as about the priorities of the people 
attending worship services.  If people are good 
stewards, those people have a working 
relationship with God in every facet of their 
lives, and God is their #1 priority.  They are 
going to show God their appreciation for all they 
have received by being generous in giving their 
money, their time, and their abilities. People who 
have their priorities straight will be good 
stewards. 

We present the financial needs and responsible 
budgeting as a part of our stewardship emphasis. 
We do this in order to say, “Trinity is responsible 
with the money that we receive.  We therefore 
hope that Trinity will be one of the recipients of 
your gifts.”  However, the real stewardship need 
is not Trinity’s need to receive, but it is the need 
of the giver to give. 

This year’s stewardship program will consist of a 
congregational gathering on November 16 at 
noon.  Lunch will be provided, and after eating 
we will hear a presentation about stewardship.  
After the presentation, we will split into small 
groups to discuss the ministry and mission of 
Trinity.  Through the “Time and Talent” form, 
you will be encouraged to indicate how you 
would like to be involved.  You will be 
encouraged to make a financial pledge (estimate 
of your giving in 2009) to the congregation, to 
Lutheran Ministry to Nursing Homes, and to the 
East Bay Lutheran Youth Program. 

In God’s Grace 

David Bringman, Pastor 

 

 

 

STEWARDSHIP LUNCHEON 

Every year at this time, our thoughts turn to 
falling leaves, carving pumpkins, sipping hot 
cider, and ……… 

the annual Trinity Stewardship drive! 

This year we plan to have a Stewardship 
luncheon to which we will ask Trinity members 
to come and eat a hot meal (provided for your 
enjoyment. . . no potluck needed!), watch a short 
informative video on stewardship, and spend a 
little time together for discussion and fellowship.  
The luncheon will be held right after the 10:30 
a.m. church service on Sunday, November 16. 

Please mark your calendars and set aside some 
time for us to join together for food and 
fellowship. 
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MID-WEEK BIBLE STUDY CHANGE 

The 10:00 a.m. Wednesday Bible study is 
moving to Fridays at 10:00 a.m. 

About a year ago, the city of Alameda changed 
its street-cleaning schedule, and parking at 
Trinity on Wednesday mornings became a 
problem.  We have requested (many times) a 
change of street cleaning/no parking days, but 
these requests have gone unanswered.  So that 
participants in the 10:00 a.m. Wednesday Bible 
study do not have to park many blocks from the 
church, we are changing the day of the Bible 
study to Fridays at 10:00 a.m.  We will continue 
to eat together on the first Friday of the month (a 
brown-bag lunch).  We will continue our study 
on the missionary journeys of Paul. 

The change will continue through the end of 
2008 when it will be re-evaluated. 
 
 
 
 

CALLING ALL WOMEN FOR 
BRAINSTORMING AND PLANNING 

Although the Women’s Retreat in May is months 
away, it will be helpful to make some initial 
decisions and plans.  Our group size and age 
range is changing, so we need everyone’s input 
to help us build for the future, deciding what 
elements of the Retreat to maintain and what 
elements to adapt. 

Please join us at the church for an hour of 
brainstorming and planning on Saturday, 
November 15, 9:30-10:30 a.m.  Talk to 
Elizabeth Madaras (521-9310) or Linda 
Bringman (851-0193) if you have ideas but 
cannot come to the meeting. 
 
 

 

FIRST CRAB FEST PLANNING MEETING 

On Sunday, December 7, at noon, there will be a 
meeting for anyone interested in helping with the 
2009 Crab Feed, Trinity’s major fund-raiser.  
This first meeting will be for the purpose of 
choosing which group or project will receive the 
funds raised from this event, which will be held 
at the beginning of February.  Please join us on 
December 7 if you are interested in being a part 
of the Crab Fest team. 
 
 
 
 

FAREWELL TO PASTOR SHARON 

Pastor Sharon Stalkfleet has served as the pastor 
of the Lutheran Ministry to Nursing Homes for 
the past seven years.  Her service will come to a 
close at the end of November.  Trinity’s farewell 
to Pastor Sharon will be Sunday, November 23.  
She will be preaching at both worship services.  
There will be opportunity to say “Thanks” and 
“Goodbye” as we enjoy a lunch together 
(provided) at noon.  Pastor Sharon’s last worship 
service at Crown Bay Nursing Center in 
Alameda will be that afternoon at 1:30. 

 
 
 
 

 

THANKSGIVING EVE 
WORSHIP 

Trinity’s Thanksgiving worship service will be 

Wednesday evening, November 26 
7:00 p.m. 
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The worship service will be followed by a pie 
social.  If you’d like to contribute a pie, leave it 
on the counter in the kitchen before the service. 
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WELCA 

The women of Trinity invite all congregation 
members (adults and children) to a Christmas 
dinner on Friday, December 5.  This is our gift 
to you for supporting us through the year.  All 
we ask is that you let us 
know that you are coming 
so that we can reserve a 
place for you.  For 
reservations, please call the 
church office.  The evening 
of fellowship, food, and 
refreshments will start at 6:00 p.m.  Dinner will 

be served at 7:00 p.m.  Please mark your 
calendar now and join us.  All are welcome. 

For WELCA members:  “Opportunity bags” will 
be collected and Prayer Sisters will be revealed 
at the end of the evening. 

 

“Opportunity Bag" donation program:  For 
November:  Put in 20 cents for each sister you 
have, 15 cents for each brother.  Also, put in 
$1.00 if you have a husband. 

 
 
 
 

NEWS FROM THE MISSION AND SERVICE COMMITTEE 
Nancy Heastings 

Barbecue at Bessie Coleman Court on 
Saturday October 11 

The women and their children at Bessie Coleman 
Court (Alameda Point) were very appreciative of 
the barbecue.  Approximately 45 people 
attended, including 12 children.  It was an 
opportunity for them to socialize and gave us an 
opportunity to start building a relationship with a 
community in need.  Many of the women have 
suffered domestic violence.  We observed how 
this situation crosses cultures and ages.  And we 
heard happy stories, such as those of two women 
who will be moving to permanent housing in the 
next few weeks. 

To the congregation, thank you for your support.  
We had extra helpers at the barbecue, and some 
of you prepared food.  In 2008 you approved the 
Mission and Service budget line item of $2,000.  
We will use some of this money to cover 
expenses of the barbecue, and some will be 
covered by a partial Thrivent match. 
 
 
 

Welcome baskets for New Residents at 
Alameda Point Collaborative (APC) 

Trinity, Christ Episcopal, and First 
Congregational prepared and delivered 5 laundry 
baskets full of supplies to APC.  Many thanks for 
what you gave.  We will be following up to see 
how the baskets were received and if any 
changes are needed in this new program.  We 
will do this again in the first quarter of 2009. 

Special thanks to Don Swatling who was able to 
get Clorox to deliver three pallets of cleaning 
supplies to APC. 
 
Holiday Plans 

Currently we are planning on adopting a 
family(s) at APC and helping Bessie Coleman 
with gift cards for the residents.  You can help in 
these efforts with a financial contribution.  
Envelopes will be distributed in mid/late 
November. 
 
Alameda Food Bank 

We have been informed that the Food Bank 
needs 15 ounce cans of fruit. 
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Rev. Sharon Stalkfleet 
 

Taking Time for God 

Several years ago at Willowtree Nursing and 
Rehabilitation Center, we began a 
Meditation/Prayer Group.  We gathered as able 
and tried to get as quiet as possible.  It was a 
challenge since we met right after lunch, and the 
room we used was next to the kitchen.  We tried 
to be quiet, and all we could hear was the 
clanging of pots and pans and the clicking of 
dishes.  We moved to a different room and 
finally, we were able to get at least five minutes 
of quiet time.  With doors opening and closing 
and residents coming in after we had started, we 
were happy to get the five minutes. 

There is something very powerful about getting 
quiet and particularly getting quiet with a group 
of people.  We breathe and we focus on God.  
When we finish we discuss our experiences and 
then we pray for family, neighbors, staff, peace 
in the world and peace in Oakland and Alameda, 
and animals and all of creation. 

So, here is a space.  Just ponder about God and 
God’s wondrous love. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Receive the love.  Know that there are others 
who are taking a moment.  And together in 
silence, we become renewed in God's love and 
are empowered to go forth. 

Be still and know that I am God 
Psalm 46:10 

 
Grace and peace, 
Pastor Sharon 

 
 
 
 
 

Christmas in the Nursing Homes 

Let’s keep it simple this year and give socks! 
Beginning in November, please bring new socks or footies to church 

and deposit them in the container for the nursing home ministry. 
We need 470 pairs of socks! 

Monetary donations towards the socks are also appreciated! 
 

� �  
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NOVEMBER NEWS     
Pastor Craig Minich 

 
October brings many changes to the EBLYP.  A 
change in seasons, a change in how we keep time, a 
change in how much night and daylight we enjoy.  
October also brings exciting events: The World 
Series, school fall sports teams, and lessons are in full 
stride.  And Reformation Day, Halloween, and All 
Saints Day help us make sense of our justice-seeking 
faith, the twilight of our lives, and life-eternal in 
God!  May the beautiful and vibrant sunsets of these 
waning days light our souls and prepare us for the 
winter that is not yet, but is to come.  Amen! 

Family Ministry (For all of God’s children, 
especially for families with children age 11 and 
under) and W.E.B.S (Welcome, Experience, Belong 
and Share - our 2nd – 5th grade youth group):  All of 
our youth groups have been gearing up for our family 
ministry Halloween Party and Haunted House.  Since 
it is happening after this article goes to press, look to 
our article next month for details! 
On October 12, WEBS met at Trinity-Alameda, and 
we had a great day.  We had a Bible study on why we 
celebrate Halloween, how we take the sting out of 
something as terrifying as death, and how we stand 
strong in the face of fear knowing that God is always 
with us and that, in Christ, we are never alone.  After 
our Bible Study, we ate a scrumptious lunch together 
and then played a game of indoor soccer (with a foam 
ball, of course!).  Our group is vibrant and excited to 
gather each month! 

M.Y.L.K  (our middle school youth group or Middle 
Youth - Lutheran Kids) and SNL (our senior high 
youth group – Sunday Night L ive):  MYLK and SNL 
youth have been working diligently to get our 
Haunted House planned and built!  The senior high 
youth have stepped up to do more for the haunted 
house this year.  They will host two rooms on our 
haunted tour and provide a tour guide.  MYLK youth 
will host three rooms and provide two tour guides.  
MYLK even made a Halloween video at our first 
sleepover.  Thanks to Jesse Swatling-Holcomb from 
Trinity-Alameda who co-directed and was our 
cinematographer and editor!  It turned out REALLY 
well! 

MYLK had a second “Double Impact” Sleepover on 
October 10 and 11.  We had fifteen youth (!) attend 
with all of our churches represented (!!)  We had a 
Bible study where we played ‘Bible Sleuths’ to figure 
out which character from a Bible story each was 
assigned.  By asking ‘yes’ and ‘no’ questions each 
person got closer to figuring out who he/she was.  It 
was fun and instructional to have the youth review 
many of the Bible stories they have studied in Sunday 
School and Christian Education over the years. 
On November 7-9, MYLK youth will attend the 
Synod Middle School Retreat at Mt. Cross.  The 
theme is “L.E.G.O.S: the Building Blocks of Faith.”  
This is a retreat that runs parallel to a confirmation 
curriculum, yet is not limited only to those students 
in confirmation.  I hope this will help bond our group 
tighter and give us a safe place to explore and deepen 
our faith together, all while having fun in the 
Redwoods of the Santa Cruz Mountains.  Please pray 
for all our youth and chaperones who attend! 

SNL sent 7 youth to do service work with Rebuilding 
Together – Oakland on October 11.  We helped prep 
and paint an elderly woman’s house and also helped 
trim paint Elmhurst Middle School. 
At our SNL meetings we have been working on sets 
for our Haunted House and participating in Bible 
studies where we looked at Jesus as a seeker and 
worker for justice, in light of Prop. 8, Prop. 7, and 
other challenges this political season.  We are also 
moving forward with a plan to study hunger issues 
across the globe and exploring the “Invisible 
Children” curriculum, learning about the plight of 
street children in war-torn countries in Africa.  To 
that end, SNL is planning a “Double Impact” (DI) 
sleepover of its own where we will participate in the 
‘30-hour Famine’ while also having this be a 
“hunger-a-thon” fundraiser to help us get to the 
National Youth Gathering in New Orleans in the 
summer of 2009!  The dates for the DI sleepover are 
November 21 and 22.  Please give generously in 
pledges to our youth as you are able. 

On the next page are our November events.  Please 
encourage any youth you know to check us out, and 
remember friends are always welcome! 
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NOVEMBER EBLYP SCHEDULE 

SNL (Sunday Night Live-Grades 9-12) 
Meetings Sundays from 5:00-7:00 p.m. at St. Paul 
Lutheran Church, 1658 Excelsior Ave., Oakland 

Nov. 2:  Regular meeting (Dinner:  Maurie 
Hamilton’s family) 

Service Project: 
Nov. 21-22:  ‘Double Impact’ Service 
Sleepover: (at St Paul) from 4:21 p.m. Friday 
to 8:00 p.m. Saturday.  2 service projects: New 
St. Paul and Miracles of Faith food program.  
We will also be participating in the 30-hour 
famine to raise hunger awareness.  Lastly, this 
event is a hunger-a-thon fund-raiser to help 
raise money for the National Youth Gathering 
to New Orleans in Summer 2009.  (Dinner: 
Antonio Ruiz’ family) 

 

�

MYLK  (Middle Youth-Lutheran Kids-Grades 6-8) 
Meetings Sundays from 12:45-2:00 p.m. at 
Resurrection Lutheran Church, 397 Euclid Ave., 
Oakland 

Nov. 16:  Regular meeting (Lunch: Jason 
Johnson’s family) 

Retreat: 
Nov. 7-Nov.  9:  MYLK SPSYC Synod Retreat 
at Mt. Cross.  We meet at St. Paul at 4:30 p.m. 
Friday and return by 1:00 p.m. on Sunday.  Our 
theme is LEGOS: The Building Blocks of Faith.  
Cost: $110. 

 
W.E.B.S  (Welcome, Experience, Belong, and Share 
- For kids in Grades 2 - 5) 

Meetings Sundays from 12:45-2:00 p.m. at Trinity 
Lutheran Church – Alameda, 1323 Central Ave. 

Nov. 2:  Regular meeting (Lunch: Rosalyn 
Luque’s family) 

 
FAMILY MINISTRY (intended for all of God’s 
children, but especially families with children!) 
 No events in November 
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TRINITY WELCOMES NEW MEMBERS 

Lynne Ashcraft comes to us from Immanuel 
Lutheran Church in Alameda. She has been 
attending regularly for the past several months 
and is serving on the Stewardship Committee. 

Mert Johnson and Mary Rowe come to us from 
Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church in 
Berkeley.  Until his retirement, Mert was pastor 
of Our Redeemer Lutheran in South San 
Francisco.  Mary is the former pastor of Trinity, 
retiring from that position in 2004. 
 
 

ATTENTION: THRIVENT FINANCIAL 
MEMBERS 

The annual election of North Alameda County 
Thrivent Chapter board members will take place 
on November 2 in the fellowship hall.  Thrivent 
members will be able to vote during “Breakfast 
Between” from 9:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. and also 
during “Coffee Hour” from noon to 12:45 p.m. 

Don’t forget to bring along your election 
announcement.  Thrivent has agreed to honor 
participating voters by making a contribution to 
the charity of your choice from the list provided 
in your election announcement. 
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Pastor’s Report: 

Pastor will attend a meeting at PLTS at the end 
of October to get Trinity signed up for a 
Teaching Parish Student, who will start in 
spring. 

Pastor will be off November 9, and Joel 
Langholz will preach.  (He was Pastor 
Sharon’s Teaching Parish Student).  Pastor will 
receive permission from the Bishop for Joel to 
give Communion. 
 

Committee Reports: 

East Bay Lutheran Parish: 
The steering committee for Lutheran Ministry 
to Nursing Homes is in the very beginning 
stages of preparing for the call process.  The 
Bishop is helping to find an interim pastor for 
LMNH. 

Monies from the LMNH spaghetti dinner 
fundraiser were matched by a donor, and 
including the Thrivent money, we raised 
$12,954. 

Evangelism:  Eight or nine of the new visitor 
packets have gone out.  Carol Blomberg 
handed many of them out at the Animal 
Blessing service. 

Mission & Service:  The BBQ at Bessie 
Coleman Court was successful. 

The committee, along with members of First 
Congregational and Christ Episcopal, put 
together five Welcome Baskets for Alameda 
Point Collaborative. 

Personnel: The committee met recently to 
discuss salaries. 

Property:   The windows along the sink wall in 
the kitchen cannot be replaced with the same 
kind of windows because they are no longer 
made.  The committee decided to leave the old 
windows, but will replace the guides. 

Removal and replacement of the old kitchen 
countertops need to be done around a Friday-
Wednesday schedule so as not to disrupt the 
seniors program. 

Stewardship:  Temple Talks will be held at both 
services in late October and early November.  
There will be a Stewardship Luncheon on Nov. 
16, at which Time/Talent forms and pledge 
packets will be given out.  There will be a 
DVD presentation and discussion at the tables 
during the luncheon.  Members will be invited 
to fill out and leave their packets at the end of 
the luncheon or return them the following 
week. 

Worship and Music:  Starting in December, the 
prayer list will be updated quarterly. 

 There will be Mid-Week Advent services on 
Dec. 3, 10, and 17.  The Choir Christmas 
Program will be Dec. 14.  The Children’s 
Christmas Pageant will be Dec. 21 at the 10:30 
worship service. 

Treasurer’s Report/Financial Secretary’s 
Report:  Expenses were $1,000 more than 
receipts in September, lowering our surplus to 
$2,600 for the year.  There were no significant 
expenses. 

There is a new line item on the Financial 
Secretary’s Report-the Leavitt Tree Fund.  It is 
being established in memory of the Leavitt’s 
grandson who passed away shortly after birth.  
They will plant a tree at Trinity in his memory. 

Financial Summary 
September Surplus/(Deficit):  ($1,016) 
Year-To-Date Surplus/(Deficit):  $2,569 

New Business:  The 2009 budget was discussed.  
A motion passed to increase Trinity’s mission 
donation (to the synod) from 9% to 10% of 
what we receive in regular offerings. 

The budgeted amounts for a number of line 
items are still preliminary estimates. 
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SUNDAY “BREAKFAST BETWEEN” 

The next “Breakfast Between” is Sunday, 
November 2, from 9:00-10:00 a.m.  Here’s the 
perfect opportunity for people who attend either 
worship service to visit and reconnect over fruit, 
rolls, juice and coffee. 

 
 

FOOD BANK SUNDAY 

Our next Food Bank Sunday is November 9.  
There is a barrel in the fellowship hall or narthex 
in which to put your non-perishable food 
donations.  The Food Bank especially needs 
canned fruit (15 ounce cans).  Please continue to 
help to support the Alameda Food Bank. 

 

 

SECOND-MILE GIVING FOR NOVEMBER 

Lutheran Social Services 
of Northern California 

Lutheran Social Services of Northern California 
provides critical community services to over 
2000 clients in northern California, including 
youth leaving the foster care system. 

LSS case managers do many kinds of life skills 
training, including household cleaning, grocery 
shopping, money management, and budgeting. 
LSS staff also helps clients create a positive 
support system.  The program assists them in 
moving to an independent apartment and 
provides intensive case management services to 
help them achieve their goals and remain in 
permanent housing. 

 

 
 
 

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

  1 Adrianne Heskin 
  4 Margie Sherratt 
  5 Evelyn Berger 
  6 Mark Schoenrock 
  9 Gary Pence 
10 Henry Mills 

16 Brenda Kangas 
26 Henry Petersen 
26 David Wingire 
27 Susan Bell 
27 George Falck 
28 Connie Catchings 
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